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irresolution and evasion; the cloor of the Congress was
left neither open nor closed, but ajar.

The "confidential approach" was still in use. But this
time the Allies realized that, due to the general confusion
created by their disagreement and their inability to get
anything done, France could no longer be shut out with
the small states. Talleyrand's opposition would have be-
come too dangerous. On November 5, Talleyrand was
invited by Metternich to come to see him at 4 o'clock. He
found Castlereagh and Nesselrode there. Metternich
frankly admitted that the Congress had reached an im-
passe, and begged Talleyrand, on the part of Castle-
reagh and Nesselrode, to lay aside all personal feelings and
help them reach a solution.5 This was obviously an ad-
vance. Talleyrand replied that they were in distress
because they had not convened the Congress. "It will be
necessary to convene it sooner or later. The greater the
delay, the more apparent it is that there are designs which
are being concealed/** Castlereagh agreed with Talley-
rand, but added that "the very mention of the Congress
terrified the Prussian delegates, and that Hardenberg in
particular was obsessed with fear/'5 Metternich agreed
that the Congress should be convened, but said that it
would be preferable to wait "until an agreement had been
reached, at least on all the important questions/' He
assured Talleyrand that the work of the committee on
German affairs was proceeding in an extremely satisfactory
manner, and informed him that the Allies intended to
settle the affairs of Switzerland with the help of France;
and he proposed to begin the immediate discussion of
Italy's affairs. Talleyrand's inclusion was an amicable com-
promise. For the moment, Talleyrand accepted it

The question of Italy came up for the first, time. The
Italian problem was closely related to the -German prob-
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